18 West Street T-296

Easton, Maryland 21601 19th Century, probably

First Quarter

This two and one-half story frame house, restored in
1973, is one of the historic structures in the Talbot County
Historical Society complex. The building is situated with
its gable to West Street and main entrance facing a side yard,
an unusual siting explained by a second original entrance
facing West Street which was not replaced in the restoration.
The stair, as was usual, is placed opposite the present en-
trance; there is a one and one-half story rear wing.
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Number 18 West Street is a two and one-half story frame house which was
restored in 1973 and is now one of the historic buildings in The Talbot
County Historical Society complex. It is situated in the northwest corner
of the grounds with its side gable end to West Street. .

The main portion of the house is three bays wide with the entrance in
the west bay. To the east is a one bay, two story wing, also of frame.

The main house is covered with flush, wide random-width weatherboarding,
the wing with random lapped siding. There is a kitchen entrance in the
wing; it is sheltered by a shed roof hood supported with curved wooden
brackets. The main entrance has a one bay porch with a shallow gable roof
finished with cornice and return; the ceiling is vaulted and the square
posts are champhered with lamb's tongue stops. The door itself has six
raised and beveled panels with a four pane overlight. The frame is trimmed
with composite moldings which duplicate the ~oiginals.

Window openings on the main house are regularly spaced on south, west,
and north facades. Nine over six sash is used in the first floor windows
and six over six above. The beaded frames have back band moldings and the
sloped ®ills have a cavetto molding beneath each. Louvered shutters painted
black are used on first floor windows

A gable dormer is used to light the upper floor from the south. Liks
other windows, this has a beaded frame with backband molding. A cyma recta
molding finishes the gable and eaves and sloped boarding covers the cheeks.
A four over four sash is used. There is a similiar dormer on the north in
the west bay.

In the kitchen wing, the central batten on the south and the three
over three sash second floor window above it are held by narrow beaded trim.
The shallow roof is finished with an undecorated box cornice.

The main house roof is more steeply pitched and finished with a box
cornice trimmed with moldings. There are beaded barge boards at the gables.

The double chimney serves both main house and kitchen. Of brick , it
is straight sided with a simple cap.

The main room on the first floor has a fireplace with mantle shelf,
and fluted frieze. Reeded pilasters are used beside the rectangular
opening. Curved brackets support the shelf. This mantle is very similiar
to that on the second floor of the Talbot County Women's Club wing (T-11).
Doors and windows have architrave trim. The chairrail is made up of com-
posite moldings. Upstairs rooms have similiar woodwork, but simpler mantle
and chairrail. The small room in the additién is very plain and connected
to the kitchen with a small corner stair enclosed on the first floor.

The kitchen has a floor of old brick and exposed ceiling timbers.

The fireplace, with segmental arch opening, has a brick shelf and trammel
bar. A .

When the building was restored in 1973, a lattice walled service wing
was constructed to the east. The house itself was painted green with

cream trim. The structure now houses the family of the curator of the
Historiecal Society.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Number 18 West Street exemplifies a type of dwelling which

was probably common in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. Simple, but carefully detailed the frame dwelling may
At the time of restoration,
research was undertaken, but proved inconclusive.

have housed the family of a craftsman.

The report follows.
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